Dorothy Hunt-death/plane crashes 



12/23/72 



because in going to Ian's I go right past the itethesda post office, have other tilings 
to nail, and can save four days in getting this to you by not waiting for an envelope to 
hold all 80 will bear, you lucky people, I use heavier paper than the second sheets, 

I think I have sent you everything Larr. sent me. If I haven t, please let we know 
what x did send and I do have the paper and will send, Howard will; probably want to go 
through that file anyway. I have a separate ones on her death. I delayed copying ana sending 
you the syndicated version of the Ross piece enclosed - he knows the CIA pretty well- in 
the hope that marry would send the original. *•© hasn t. i f he does yet, I will, A t is a 
rather interesting bit, 12/12/72, Star-news. 

On reading it you will recognise that is lias soae substantiation for out belief this 



all was agency-connected. 



with Ross 1 



Interpretation 



that it had to mean there 

agency passport 



^ was still Hunt/ agency involvement. 1 t h i nk he could have simply hail the old 
renewed. 

i am inclined to believe Ross lias it raised a bit on the gambling— e_ sino concession 
to Fiorini after Castro won. I think it more likely he was the commissar to whom I've 
referred. I find it fascinating that Anderson, having written of this with Rearson 
before I wrote 0 in 110, lias not mentioned this. When you speak to Hal, plea 
lie still has that piece. l ' l y copy has disappeared. It should be looked at 



care, especially 

a* 



again 



the part about the commissar s high living ana grafting. 

If the things extraneous to the indictment are explored at the trial, which would bo 
consistent with the atypical behavior ox Judge Sirica in ordering the inclusion of other 
tilings not in the indictment and 1 think could lead to an overturned conviction, then the 
obvious purpose would be to cool the iiixonians and heat the SIA's pants, to make it seem 
like thei r" self-starters” did the dirty things, ^.member. Helms is going. 

Soae of what I included in memo 0 +ni a w u. 

info, then spoke to hi 
your locals, had avoided, 
writing stories. Larry s: 



-L»> 

*e sooke 



to me to get son 



on t know 



ixwt talk about Euey— 
read in his stories. 



arry told me by phone. 

people, which seems to have gotten them onto the story they, like 
and then ho spoke to me after their police reporter started 
ys he knows more 'than he has printed ana won 
he hasn't. He told Hob Woodward less than Harry told me and I re 

ay. Larry had the benefit of all the Chicago papers, what others told him, 
ana various editions, ne lias marked some by the edition in which it ap eared, all did not 
have stories. 

One— trip, arr— insurance xs very cheap. I don t have time to check the rates and it is 
some time since I was familiar with them. However, i think the 87.50 premium, which Is 
lower than I r> member, is for a couple of days at best. This ua-uld seem to indicate tliat 
she had only a brief visit in mind or premonitions. Also, if it is the only insurance she 
hau, that she didn t expect to fly much again. aoW that is inconsistent with her Vacation 
Cheap as this insurance can be for the sums in the coverage, it is much cheaper 

and the trip to S pain alone jus ifiod other insurance. Ho, getting it 
tnc^^iciiine makes me wonder much. The stories agree in general but disagree in detail, 
nn^ the ^machine uoes no ^ wriue all the insurance on the trap or plane© mutual oX Onana 
has many attendant— s tail 1 ed booths at Rational. Or, every terminal I can remember, 1 know 
Friendship and Dulles. 

a have many possible opinions in mind but net that is settled and none that is 
eliminated. The insurance anu the neeciloss vagueness of the deal and Fiorini *s message 
on the bills and Hunt and Garlstead each separately being reported as the one who identified 
the body and other inconsistencies all or any can moke the everyday suspect, i-laybe Hunt is 
a living spook and uses cash when a check is without hasard because he had become one of 
h_uo own cioaracters? a don © b e li ev o it, bu.u io is possible. 1 am also not satistiou. that 
he accumulated enough from boiling pots, spookery and his wife's unspectacular employment 
to swing his life style, a reaxiy expensive home, all that legal cost onu, after six 
months of unemployment have a cheeking account in wife's name with more than 83,000 in 
it, 810,000 also in casn to spare for an investment faith iff federal— reserve rather than 
Do or lachnond numbers) , and lor her to have almost /ibOO extra in cash on her for a trip 



on gxi annual oasis « 
iron 



short when die ticket was paid for and she didn t , even have to take 



hotel, 
bills, sox 
810,000 ha 



cab 



they ain 



got to 



,t hurtin.for HHO and surely aren 
3 thing immune, can t bo raiseo. 



alreaciy oeen spent sno 



gave to pay any lena l 
court. At' '"’Hogan & iisrtson rates, more than 
las no c j a t oegUiL. nc<xuitcal is impossible except 



by Oiaicicil contrivance, so tilers wiifiL be an exceptionally costly trial plus 



aopea 



Ci-L '.J f 




t/y/i y 



J K ; °^ cted to iiavo to pay Mo own lawyer’s 

eor?- * u^nc^ 1 ^ 1 ' b ° 

’’iUvoatfflonf ' ^oV'bothT ^ ° r **** StGCh Was for a - aurposo 'tluui no^al business 

A U0U " tow>w who fed the p °at bad info on when Hunt went to ^Mca-’o and whv n , M 

were wrong by a day auu 1 think it possible r HOO , Mca^-o on- wny» but they 

ciwiiiirt'-.iK.no V -v 4 ws^. 0 ic & rosso*. was served. However, uncle-.* sue}, 

wxroutas^m^es, - nave no ciouot a phone call rot him ar oh to - n a,- “ 

^re fast even for that, although there is no reason to aspect 

!f°» ix ho were home and if lie knew the minute it hupcened, 4L !! _"° u 

uX^iq on hit xirat plane, he was about an hour from National If “he oT-'no « • ~ 

ran no was four hours away from Mo mrgue at tlv ve^f^W i . TS"* 

realistic, ana then going to O' Hare rathe- than MMv j • 7 5^ S12: proDaD ^ 

„ j> . j, *■ “ - * w-tan Mu. way, «.o which there are fewer x7 i .*hi-<* 

nles»vnoxO was a fortunate accident, a plane- just to suit Ms needs I I‘T * 

ai-u uootona* ooth checking his travel agency and gettin- it f^I Mr UcS m" ^ 
U5V 'f since th, rest of tM contents of Mr ^"so' did ’ WlaCtt ” £l3 

f “ ilore mam mi icaaodist. link to a former nabn^wW ... . 



;' oc tr l - wlwrfe wasas an naaeaiat . link to a former fti>hea™A«. 

AS ao ' c '* at 1 iwew recall, I recall u ruguay, and t “ iia “ 

is in Chicago. If not a DC all-news statLo- hr ^-"- 6 ' “• ^ ra ““°»*.- J - <aaJ3 ^ Ir oa wiihti, which 
aoxved the agency in Montevideo.' * “ Xt norc Cresting that he had 

x have commented separately oil some of the poss’* Ml* ti r>« — - ■• 'w. . , 
logist in a letter to Larry, carbon sent you. MoS a '' ur ^ 

about possibilities. Uo know too little. ?he odd thST- ^ ,' ° lie . wci>e ^ conjecture 

Ms offices ana the removal of the phones at St IS ^ ^ MCe froti 

ana because of tMo^olS^fS Se^t 

p tzzxz-g sns Sf “-m zzz m: 

^connected MM her. She was voxy bSt ^ question of toe the .10,000 could 

congee tea irtbiie” oui’-e rrl-- nn~ > t ""'" l ■ i ' tUov ' isciS no ^* ^o, the money can be 

oi d th h - ■ *“*.* a- -Clu.ioz, 

posijibm ics I aot the. pa a ,ah. TO . liht. i.o W ahojTm it' ToT' ^ 

^ m: s“““ rse Ti 1 -: by «- ^ . 

t f txrst ^ wten o-ter hansaro. a* bad-or f “ lor . 

au xoaax file eastern half o. tlw country fo- severe 1 ,w, t- 1 ^ COVored 

for Ltcvons* ioint. - linr*b f 1 ‘Vf x “ baa rio M-fter when 1 took off 



*-i U Xo^dil 



uj^re, then for 
’ May nave covered 



for btovens* roint.Uasc., i.orth uentrM.' ^ ^ 1 took c 

f rt3st 0± she tri x0. Returning from Green a E y to^uniare M- Bam C auort6d . 

uien daylight, which 1 tliink is the only reason i*h— + ^ !f i ' her » except it was 

less overcast at Green Lay, our or-- ..f x. f xu * ^ * uane 2l y* 3 - d It was a bit 

huitc impressed at the ^biMMes ^ "° ^ tter at bo* I was 

M were directly over the right runway at t’4rc when **?*>™- 

:? s? ^ — -up. ,t it st 

^*ng ox tnu runway from no more then 75-10;* up ar- - f ^ 1’ Iilst 

oaw terra firm as we were about to touch down and the 77 ^ xx *“f*>* ^ao. 

on which he landed, ho. I -/■•-* «prs +w,*- --•?— * ” x saw was tne runway 

docs not boin: to L o^C ^ f 0 ,. 6 ^ 3 th " «l®ctronic gear at iddu-ay 

kMdv?av is •a:.u«w»im«,.^+ .. ff ' ' i<iUcn A Cim bolievo. increased use of 



. T « . , , ..--o-wx* •. utui WUi.it’VUi AllCjTt 

i .xVUija recent, so, iuaaan ej—'or or n f-nn -Hr -> . 

Iwrcox. However, I 4 k not conplct.lv, and v tMVc'S ^ • C °f u accouzlt for thc 

unices it was at the tower ihr n ^ i& AB ii0t SA ®Ple» single error 

<kuot.:~ I saw hiia on IV, ^ThT^ ° Ut &y andf;roon statement you 

f f =fi bfi ffShf f rt rppp-M 

fe; ^ne was set tin,; down too~soon or too f-4 mX- i lor 

iXiPi t Anderson (and oth rs also o*id what 1**444 f' Atu ' , ' or » exporxunced flying passengers 

i don t know. I suppose tl>ero M an “" lVi ‘ 110 ifh y too soon then? 

~T r „„* ., . . , “ ,J ouvraae possibility that so-a wmp i„.- <. . ., 

plane c gear. d r it coulu Jiavo cone uronr on ih r*- ? r if. ^ ^ ^ iwu r >ho 

one of the newer 'vxielr j>~ rfetS ah old plane for x\ was 

- — nor Mis, ongima equips, nt, therefore, ve- ,,ora noao -n 



~ mu jiaiea 
old plane fox 



t vias 



or= ; node. -a. 




■s 



Other thiii;:;:; remain to be explained. Does it not seen natural that setting dovm through 
soup the pilcjhor copilot would have boon all eyes for when Hu was in the clear, for many 
reasons. Host of all in the heavy Chicago traffic? How if at 50 feet he could sec, there 
is little likelihood that if anybody had an eye- pooled ho feared hitting a skyscraper, 



ana no 

■•’.i - 



outside the center oi 



plane that close. People wool.. I 
enough tijao to avoid a visible < 
Larry would hav< 



town, or- a raoio os 
vo seen it. One 



mayoe jputeraon x 

* vuitrv> 1 h- *? 4 'hr 



.al* 


There is 


no re 


port of 


anot. 


sibil: 


ity at 1: 


■aiding 


speed 


gave 


, cOld 


had the: 


re hoc. 


n one. 


1 thii 


r-po: 


rtod. . 








well 


report , 


proba 


•ly a para pi i 



fXiot’s nevr 
cigarettes out 



fho jo 



oecn awar. oi xt ana xt wouia have be 

j right in his 4,000 feet and all’s well 
ike chat, .-ore likely .inderaon’s interpretation of the pilot’s saying 
>ic are at 4*000 feet and in our landing pattern, something like that* 



I . 






hi" 



the air like prop jobs, I’ve been through that enough, near you. 
Especially when they have reviled down for landing. 2hey can climb much better when their 
power is up in taking off*, eve: then concerned pilots complain of the steepness of the 



s 

5= 



ascent requxrou oi' them to isxnimge the 
petper* fisis has been a com on complairfi 



spread oi box; 



Oa 



those flying out 



the simultaneous 
of national* 



reductxon 



ASA 



e-wxtness accounts 



o~ 
-£/ 

S' 



Supporting this gener.-JL kind of situation and Anderson's coesnt 
oi tiic- tail low, the piano being in a wrong or suro-to~crash at titude* So, I think we can 
be reasonably sure- that th.. ixx- sediate cause of tin; crash was loss of power from o vor- 
gumiiug* This would be a Very rare accidental over-throttling, 1 believe, so, I’m inclined 
to believe that more than pilot error there ’was some reason for the pilot to believe tic 
had to take the chance ho did* A. real and very i:v .ediatc emergency. 

Ihuiormining this reasoning are two things* nothing visual reported by those who saw 
>lane, ad if it were another piano it had to be above 500 feet when this plane was 



no a indicating reason for tlixs one to clii.io| unci nothing in do account oi 



J-in • - 
olit; ]_a 

below 

instructions aoout the prxvatc jetC these private planes arc the greatest single aerial 
menace ana getting worse and. seemingly beyond control;, Althouhg I’m not clour on how close 
to tiio axrport tails plane was, it iiad to be clos-..- to be under 500 feet. Yet for the 
private jet to be a nasaro., xt had to be flying toward tills plane. I think that for the 
most part they- use- the resistance of the biasing wind to assist in lifting or 



maybe not at an airport with long enough runways* But to 



J U.S t/ X * ‘ILL z 



up. 



lout going 




to cither side so close to landing, does not indicate the maneuver was to avoid another plane, 
unless he had to get higher first. I'd expect if avoidance was the need, he'd had gunned’ 
without trying to go higher, to get enough airspeed to . ake turning iafe enough to try. 
in a sense, all does i nd i c ate pilot error, but what we dorjjt know is if he h.,d a choice or 
the real reason* a faulty ultx: ;eter alone so .as like an inadequate reason because the 
tower radar would have told liin that, Tide can indicate tower fault, but then that would 
presuppose a faulty altimeter also and the pilot's ignoring his altimeter if it w re 
not faulty, weather alone is not enough explanation. I’ve landed in worse at toe many 
airports other than , the ix-st—eo uxpped. * \ ky>. often enough, especially. Barely above the 
tops of the panes coming out oi the soup* But all these things plus the large insurance of 
which wo know, which may not be all, and other story-book stuff that, with story-book 
characters ought not be dismissed out of hand, rake it a mystery justifying suspicion of 
dirty deeds. -Hi we have to hear now is that alls was upset at his more recent exploits. 

Bod knows that unless she was a weirdo she had cause from his past* 

lour provocative listing of other mysterious crashes omits one you night want to 
recall, that of Chop Lorrison with the pilot one would have though Md^east likely to 
select for private flying, Hugh Ward, Wyy Banister's former partner, Hoke hay says Chop 
was xnv estxgatin-.; the CLt in Basin amorlca at the time and. that none of the storys stack. 

As with nnL's pilot, Ward also was killed* If power loss was the factor inEkk's, the 

and 1 suspect he would Iiave in this one, too. 



P-i-i-OX V/ QtiJLQ. ilctVvi il&U. 
if 2*0 03 OlV 1 iiOL'ii 



:io to iM-pon 



than the enough you cite to justify suspicion in 



ish can. be 



caxa about him and the timing of the crash.3ut all were in siidlar weather, which could 
inave been ^nown in advance, x've forgotten the Bin position on Cambodia, if I know it, but 

do have soli-^startors. 

based not on accurate writing but 



a lint doesn "i mean any tlxliig oocausc 
If yoflr concluding bit on nrs 

'lore 

before the arrests what was 
home. Even 6/20 is a delay fo 
at the least the next, was wh 



n’s trip to opainii 
a G n Aucts, then chore xs eusxs xor suspecting all was not 



;ozn, ; 



S to nap.cGn, ana 



only 



best with the iiunt&s, he knew 
tlio kids, lie* a have wanted her 



normal conditions, She same day or with the time difference, 
would bo the case in a normal family situation. *kj s d' Lave 




phoneu i-or or had her phoned,,. Indeed, with, so long a career in spool-eery, ISA 
e^p^oi, -.hey had a private code- to cover such contingencies. (Sorry a^.out this damned 
rxboon blinding m.) So with a return 6/20 and such more so 6/26, I don’t t ink it can bo 
explained by anything besides her hot knowing or not caring or his not tolling her, all 
incixcci'tiji{? £i strain on normal i oniily situations* 

. l! ' hai ' 13uicos iio samo at air is anyone with sppok knowledge believing that the 2BI had 
as xts interest her "-ersoaal LsicJ and professional aetivitios". Unless oho also had an 

odu _ por f OIlnj -' f* reer * lna±de a foreign embassy, not unlikely, not not likely in a wav 
uii&w would, be of interest to 



ospm In Spain, which your paraphrase loaves unci ar. 
. . aunt was egoaaniacal and did very stupid tilings, but he hau to know he could bo 
rxpoec^ oxi any second. 1 cion t tnink there is any chance he was not aware of the po 
^ KLSil i, fl : iTO GxpGC ‘ bed /hose ho knew not to talk, but there were those he did not* know, 
rare jxuimn. and what ho had no way of knowing, whether he was seen or the investigation 



bill ties. 



he ia3&)i woulu have to be intense 



finger him. i think we h 



zve a ±ai: 



, , * — - — » <li reasonable 

preuaptxon t.iere nay have been some kind of family strain, his immediate return iron 

nxcago nay or nay not bear on this. ^ may have felt he had to be ,dth the kids, but un© 
7® S; : h ; e ’f s en “ 1 r iy trxondxoss * he did ri0t iiavo to worry about thorn being lone. # feel 
“ 1,103 5 rjen '* OUiu 5lave bG ' 5n inclined to stay in Chicago a bit longer, until they 
personally, ha^aade all necessary arrangements and in his case made at least an effort 

the or a , rocei ? t for it « If he •dl.ling to leave Washington because of 

u»rr«*8jnenv , n« was vailing to leave the kids alone when they had other and severs 
stresses wxtn which to cope no so ns to have left before alio returned. 

, '^ i ^ iEO£3 l2 / y / 72 m P s 8hows the was almost at the airport, so certainly 

r **.[ ieut m ' ri ° tine to **aeunr. it says three stewardesses survived. .. 0 iauterson-like 

bei-S lr ° S ^ ° nG? ° dd# ° r ° rdered? iirS * C ° tt0r ****** a fuming plane 

wijat/ ao yuu ikHxtQ otiliOd? "Clion %zic: posfsibiXxijv l oftar- t.»w* 4 -s 4.1* • -.‘n* 

M b i 01 -2-0030 M-iiujuigin. tiu; iiaxxr.ies story in 



uhron 12/12, saying that the ^liicago IT, a. At 
cation of the bugging case”? 



tomev 



of ice u is involved in 



the 



the orc;.-e— 



and 



suppose a. Howard is not a beneficiary of 



•M 



no 



isuranoe? 



sec no 



oH. 



* J V — - «b owe 4U> Aid'Ll VS. CO 1C00TJ 

xaentxx xcatxon ox the h .-nficiaries secret, unless there is some thin,- abnonaal. Li e bin 
not being included, " ~ 

J " U2 ° ° A cn ° orash ^3° P* J1# Washington time, The stories that have Hunt getting there 



bad- 



Lri 1C 



saae day are wrong or he had special means o* exceptional luck. Hspodial 2 



an- 

night anu in bad weather. I've sat at O'Hare under these circunst-:mces for 
about two ; lours alter the plane was loaded. Then had what to then was the roughest ride 
x u cvo f mu Uorse silice ) and tiie best QMcken Kiev , which rot onto uy olothes.Kiat ' 
rough.-t took tv;o hours plus to g.,t to the airport by cab that'night. -emomber, without 

i pi 3 r aCkii t S l 1 ° n a Iion *’ sto P fli ^ t air time is teo liours. National and O'Hare, 

u f e ' i arti tw ° 01 t2fe t -' iree worst and busiest. If he was in contr.-;l u bicaro, where- 
on, woul^o^ct to find officialdom, ho wont to liare except by fl^ey aXm/Sto. Iflo 



saw officialdom 



time. I'm a little intrigued 



id then visited th Garlsteada an 



then used i-lidwav 



bv 



0 » 



fdjxa t think 



the Post did on purpose. 



excessive haste, as reported, and 



fcne 



this toek more 
wron, ; reporting. 



dottc 



on] *i + 



for Ian's, 



•^OS U a 




